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THE DEMARD FOR WATER BASED RECREATION IN
SOUTHWEST PUERTO RICO

I- INTRODUCTION

buring the last two decades, Puerto Rico has experienced
a remarkable economic growth and development to the extent
that the island has been proposed as a model to the Third
world,l

It is probable, however, that the Puerto Rican growth
rate might not continue to rise so rapidly due to the serious
cxisis affecting presently the agricultural and manufacturing
sectors, the rising coat of production, the competition faced
by the tourist industry from Europe and the population pres-
Suires. Nonetheless, it seems curtain that the island might be
able to maintain at least a growth rate, in real terms of 4%
during the present decade.

With the basic needs of the island population for housing,
health, education and food being satisfied - to a large extent

under Operation Bootstrap and Operation Eeranityz

s 1t 18
logical to expect that the demand for outdogr recreation will

increass.
According to the 1962 Outdoor Recreation Resources Review
Commission's :tudiau3, the demand for outdoor recreation is

"surging®™ regardless of the measure used. Their projections
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snow that while the population of the USA is due to double by
the year 2000, demand for outdoor recreation will nearly triple.
The report goes on ta.ﬁbﬁntﬁaut-thﬁtuﬁn the basis of their
studies and projections, 44% of the population, nationwide,
prefer water-based outdoor recreational activities “over any

other”. All the studies which were conducted by the Com-

mission confirm this fact. PFor example, one of thesé studies
indicates that by the year 2000 swimming will be the most
pnpﬁlar single ocutdoor recrsaticnal 4qtiwity; exceeding even
pleasure driving which now holds first place.s

Here in southwest Punerto Ricus, an area naturally endowed
with beautiful beaches, clear blue Caribbean water.and tro-
pical aunshinﬁ.thu,xqqr around, the demand for water based
recreation is bound to be high. This is the case hecause of
constant increases 1n¥largg-gcnl; tnuriqm?. the general im~
provement in the economic and social well-being of the local
citizen;y, and the population changes-specifically in terms
of strucﬁural mobility and composition,

In Southwest Puerto Ricp, significant developments in
water~5a;qd recreation have taken place lately. The deamand
for swimming, as a hobby, has grown to large dimensjions
chiefly because of the axcellent waters found in the area
and the facilitiai built by the Commonwealth goverpment on
some baacheua. Several non-commercial fishing tourneys, both
national and international, are conducted throughout the

entire year. Boating, for purposes of racing and leisure,
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is experiencing a great upsurge because of the avalbility -
at relatively low prices~ of boat rental through boating and
aquatic clubs. Surfing, which was practically unknown in the
area five years ago, has developed toc such an extent (among
young people), th&t an international surfing competition
was held three years ago at Rincédn which is located in the
area covered by this study.

Presently, due to the high level of concentration of
industries, tourism and recreational facilities in the
metropolitan area, the Commonwealth government is implementing
& program of decentralization leading to ﬁ better balanced
development of the island. The southwest region of Puerto

Ricng

is the initial prime target of the insular government.

A devaicpment plan for that region has been prepared and will
be implemented in a very near futuré. The~develnpment plan

of the southwest region calls, among other things, for the
building of a second international airport, greater incentives
to the establishment of new indﬁstries, and the development

of water-based recreational faciiities in Boquerdn and La
Parguera biocluminiscent bays.

When the development plan for the Southwest region of
Puerto Rico will be put in action, the area, which already
has a few water-based recreational facilities, will experience
a2 greater demand for such facilities 1in order to meet the

needs of both the tourists and the residents of Puerto Rico.

This study will make a gsurvey of existing water-based
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recreational areas and facilities in Southwest Puerto Rico
with a descriptiun of their lcocation, characteristics and
acceﬁsihility: indicate the opinions of a sample of recent
usersg of these rﬁcraatidnll areas and facilities; and finally
make recﬂmmandﬁﬁiﬂns for théirhimprnvement and/or the esta-
blishment of new ones in order that all resources related to
water-based récreatiﬂn in the area can be sxploited and used
more fully. |

| In pursuit of the uhjectives mentioned above, a firat
series of Permnal interviews were cnnﬁucted during the
perlnd of March 1969 to Janunry 1970 {Eee hppandix I}). 1In
light of the obstacles &ncnunterad during this first series
of personal intervi&wn; a.new quéstinnnaire was designed and
a second serjiesof personal interviews were canducted during
the pariod of February tn Hay, 1870. (See Appendix 1I).
Bﬂth serias nf intarviews were cnnductad by sampling among
tourists and local viaitnrs of the recreatinnal areas. The
Lnfarmatinn gathared thrnugh the parsunal 1nterviaws was
| supplemantad by uaeandary data prnviﬂed by the Puerta Rico
Planning Board, the Public Rec;eatinnnl and Park Administration
and by personal observation made by the principal investigator,
and the studenﬁ assistants during their numerous visits to

the recreational areas covered by this study.
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I1~ EXISTINGC WATER BASED RLCREATIONAL CENTERS IN THE“ﬂHE%

There exists in the Southwestern part of Fuerto Rico
many locations for water-based recreation used both by the
residents of Puerto Rico and the tourists. Most of them
are dirty and polluted: a few are semi-developed but not
very clean; still fewer are highly developed with excejllent
facilities, The last group also are easily accessible, and
except for the water at Fi Tuque, they are clean.

A= Recreational Centers: Highly Developed.

Three water-based recreational areas fall into this
category: BOQUERON, TRLS HERMANOS and EL TUQUE. All three
'ney have large parking areas and are open only during day
time. They also provide life guards and facilities for first-
aid:; accomodations for changing and showers; plcnic tables;
cafeterias, and garbage disposals.

1-  BOQUERON

Boquerdn is certainly the most successful and
attractive water-based recreational area 1n Southwest Puerto
Rico. An average of 400 PErsons visit the Boguerdn beach
during the week days. On week-ends the number of visitors
averages 10,000. On 4th of July 1970, about 25,000 persons
were at the beach.

Boguerdn is a well-developed beach resort that
any community would be proud of. Great care is taken in

Keeping the lawns trimmed and Clean. The beautiful white

sand beach with hundreds of coconut trees is kept very
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On weekends they are
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Photo No. 2: On week day 4 life guards watch
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~lean and no debris could be seen on the shore. The whole
atmosphere is one of cleanness and relaxation.

The beach is cpen to the public from 8:00 am to 6:30 pm.
The average time spent there is about 6 hours. Visitors to
Bogquerdn include not only nearby residents but also people
from the greater San Juan area, from the Ponce area, and a
large number of tourists.

Bathing and swimming facilities at Boguerdn are excellent,
The water 1s very calm and of a beautiful blue,

Food and resfreshments, including beers, are sold at a
Snack Bar. Approximately 200 picnic tables on the beach are
it the disposal of the visitors.

o Nicely isolated from the main public beach, 50 cabins
can he rented to families wanting to spend afew days on the
sea-shore fullyv equipped and air conditioned, at reasonably
prices. They are rented for at least 2 days and no more
than 7 davs. The average staying time of cabin rentors 1is
3 davs. The rate of occupancy of these cabins is close to

1002 during the summer time and about 85% during the winter.

2- TRES HERMANOS

Inaugurated on November 22, 1969, Tres Hermanos
is the most recent water-based recreational area under the
supervision of the Public Recreation and Park Administratlion.
1t offers the same facilities as Boguerdn except for the

cottages.,

on the average 6,000 persons visit this beach area



Anasco

Photo No. 3: Life guard at Tres Hermanos

ANnasco

Photo No.4: A picnic table at Tres Hermanos
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weekly. As iz the case for all beach resorts in the island,
it is much more crowded on week-ends and holidays than during
week days. It is open from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm. The average
time spent at the area by the vigitore is about 5 hours.

Most of them are from the immediate vicinity. Although the
road to Tres Hermanos is much better than the one to Boguerdn
it is surprising to observe the under-utilization of Tres
Hermanos. This im due, perhaps, to the fact that the beach
facilities are new and not sufficiently publicized. Also the
bottom slopes off more guickly under the water,

The beach area itself is clean and very good care is
taken of the lawns. Unfortunately, unlike Boquerén, the
coconuts are left unpicked on the trees, which constitutes
a permanent danger for all those ~ spaecially children -
who go for shade under the coconut trees,

Under normal circumstances the water is also clean and
blue, of a deep blue. However, during the rainy season the
water might be somewhat dirty due to alluvia carried by
the Anasco river whose mouth is approximately 2 miles away.

There is a snack bar where sandwiches and soft drinks
are sold. About 50 picnic tables are available for the
visitors.

The present buildings were built on a temporary basis.
New buildings will be built during the next 5 years. There
are also plans for the construction of cottages similar to
those of Boquerén. Located on 124 acres of land, Tres Her-

manos offers tremendous potentials for further development

in the future.
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3-_. EL TUQUE
| El Thigque is the third well developed water-based
‘rgp:aatiqnal area in the Southwestern part of Puerto Rico. It
h;f hﬂginally the same physical facilities as Tres Hermanos.
- Howevex, it is not used intensively. .

Thp,undgf utilization of Bl Tugque facilities is due
possibly to two reasons: ..

&) the water is not at all inviting as it has
considerable oil in 1t10
b)r_there is very little fine sand on shore. One
finds there instead, a hard, dry, gravel-like

, sand,

It seems there is very little that can be done to improve
El Tuque as a beach resort.

Some will continue to go thsra-but-chiafly Just to enjoy
the swimming pool. Definitely, El Tuque ia a most unpleasant
beach. It is a terrible failure as far as gtimulating public
interast in water basad recreation is concerned.

B- Recreational Centers;Semi-Daveloped: -

. . In this group.we include water-based recreational areas
which do not have all the facilities of Boquerdm, Tres Her-
manos or El Tuque. HOwever, they are easily accessible by
car and offer more facilitles than those areas that will be
pregented in the third group.

We classify in this. group Cafia Goxda, Guajataca.Beach,

Guajataca Lake, La Parguera, RincOn and Jobos.
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Photo No.

7

Cana Gorda

Cafia Gorda, there are picnic tables, but
people do not seem too concerned about using
themn.

Cana Gorda

Photo Ne. 8: Cafia Gorda: Very popular, but

littered.
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1- CANA GORDA

This recreational area 1s lccated at about four miles
southeast of Gudnica. It is a very popular beach in spite of
being very dirty. About 500 persons visit Cana Gorda weekly.,
During the summer 1t is5 very common to find about 3000 persons
at this beach resort on Saturdawvs and Sundavs.

There are inadequate facilities for disposing of trash
and rpeople do not seem too concarned apout using those availabls

Snacks and drinks are sold on the brach site by cart
voendors, but usually visitors bring along their own food
and drinks.

Toilet facilitices and dressing rooms are very paor,
It is a matter of pullic healtiy to imwvrove them as soon as
nossible,

Parking spaces are avallable onlv along the public road.
On Saturdavs and Sundays ~ mostly during the summer - tratfic
jams are inevitable for hours. So many peodple come to Cana
Gorda hecause 1t ig free, the water is eoxcellent and the
general setting beautiful. It 1is a good vlace to relax.
One big problem 1s the lack of life gquards. This makes it
very hazardous for children,

In the same area, at about three miles south of Cana
Gorda, 1s a very small and secluded beach: EL TAMARINDG.

The water is not the bhest for swimming because it contains

lots of rocks and shells, but the scenery 1s 1i1deal for

couples looking for privacy, since Tamarindc is at one end

of the island.
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ElL Tucgue

Photo No. 3: a rather scrubby beach, bemutiful setting,
but poor beach; dirty water, (from Corco)
Fairly good facilities of Boguertn, except

for cabanas.

Caha Gorda

Photo No. 6: Caha Gorda, a popular beach.
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As at Cana Gorda, the dressing rooms and toilets are in
a very bad condition. They need immediate improvement. The
road to Tamarindo is not very good and parking spaces are very
limited. |

2—- GUASATACA BEACH

This beach easily accessible by car, is located on
highway No. 2 between Isabela and Arecibo. Approximately 500
persons visit this recreational area weekly. They come from
neighbouring towns as well as from San Juan. Many tourists
come there also because of the scenic view, certainly one of
the most beautiful and picturesque in the area, On week-ends
many people come here also from different pﬂints.af the island
mostly to dance in the tunnel near the beach.

People can swim but this wonderful blue water is very
Sturmyll. 1t seems that GUAJATACA BEACH is more appropriate
for surfing but very few pecople use it for that purpose.

The beach itself is open from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm. The

average time spent there by visitor is approximately of three

{3} hours.
The entrance to the beach is on a private prapertylz,
s0o a charge of 50 cents 1s asked per car.

There are some very good restaurants and hotels around.

Very often entire families will go to Guajataca to spend a

week-end.
There are no boat docks, ramps, nor boat rental. Further
more there are neither life guards nor camping facilities

available.



Tamarindea

Photo No. 9: Tamarindo, at one end of the island.

Balneario Guajataca (El Tunel)

Photo No. 10: Guajataca beach, the water is very
stormy.
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3- GUAJATACA LAKE

Guajataca lake 1s a very becautiful resort located be-
tween San Sebastian, and Quebradilias. One can reach the 1lal
veﬁy easily from road 446 or 476. There 1s a small cafeter:
and some playground facilities provided strictly by private
entaerprise.

The recreational area is ¢pen to the public between
9:00 am and 6:00 pm daily. However, most of the visitors
{about 150 weekly) go there on Sundays and holidays. On
week days, the place 1is virtually deserted.

The visitnrs come primarily from the neighbouring towns
and from Ramey Air Force Base. They go to the Lake mostly
for picnicing. Some go boating and sailing and there is
considerable fishing, both from the shore and from boats.
Still fewer go swimming in the lake. This is due to the lac
of swimming facilities and risks of kilharzia from the water
cf the Lake.

The site 1is very beautiful. 3Zome nice trees provide
enough shade for those who do not want sun-bathing. Howeveor,
there are a lot of mosguitoes late afternoons,

The existing facilities at Guajataca Lake are completel,
inadeguate. There are no life guards, no boat docks, no
ramps, no lodging and very poor toilet facilities. FPurther:
more drinking water cannot be trusted. Road accessibility

is very poor and hazardous for those who are not familiar

with mountain driving.

N



Lake Guajataca Head

Photo No. .11: Lake Guajataca is just beautiful,

Lake Guajataca Foot

Photo Ne. 12: Guajataca Lake, another beautiful view.
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A~ LA PARGUERA

La Paryuera is certainly one of the best known water-
based recreational areas in Puerto Rico. It is not only well
known in Puerto Rico, but also in the West Indies, North
America, South America and even in Eurcpe. Its fame 1is due
to its bioluminiscent bavs. People come far away to see the
marvelous spectacle of phospheorent flying fish at La Parguera.

Located in the Lajas Valley , 15 minutes from S5an
German, where the sccond international airport will b cons-
tructed, La Parguera seems to have a tremendous future.
Unfortunately, the place is not vel ready to take full advan-
tage of its great potential., Only one hotel offers good
services. A few restaurants serve sea foods at reasonabile
prices. There are almost no parking places in this one
street, fishermen's village.

Presently, people go to La Parguera mostly for salling,
boating and fishing. There are boat renting services, poat
docks, ramps and lodging facilities. n&bout 2000 persons
visit La Parguera every weck,

The Cmmmanﬁéalth government is planning the construction
of a hotel of international class in La Parguera. This will
certainly increase the attractiveness of this resort that

is s0 neglected and dirty.

5- RINCON

In the Rincedn area, there are two Wit or-basoed rocro-
ational places that need to be montioned:;  Playa varceda SEIE

'unta Higuera.
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Corcega (E1 Snmbrerﬂ)

Photo No. 1l4: Corcega: Very littlé care 1s taken of
this beautiful white sand beach.

La Parguera

Photo Neo, 13: La Parguera: a place for boating
and sailing. |
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Corcega 15 located on recad 114 between Anasco and Rincdn.
It used to be a very popular beach in that part of the island.
Howevery since the inauguration of Pres Hermanos on November
é2, 1969, fewer pecople go to Corcega. The water at Carcegas
18 excellent and very clean but vervlittle care is taken of
This white sand beach. There are some very rudimentary dress-
ing rooms and bathrooms in tne only restaurant - night club
tinat 1is located on the beach.

Punta Higuera is also known internationally because it
was the site of an international surfing competition. Tho
place is rnot inviting to swinming as such, but is excellont
for surfing.

The userg of Punta Higuera are mostly young people
from continental USA and foreigners residing on the island
who come to enjoy surfing at a site considered one of the
est in Puerto Rico,

"he facilities for beoarding and lodging are fair, clean
and reliatively inexpensive.

The approach to Marta Higuera is not easyv, Poor road
signs may make someone take hours looking for the beach. An
average of 200 persons visit this recreational area every
weok .

A promotional folder of o resort in Punta Higuora
describes tthe region in the following terms:

"Just off the sleepy town of Rincdn.,..
on a hich knoll overlooking lush coconut
gqroves, a wide eéxpansce of beach and white-

capped waves. If vou seck the guict tifo
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Punta Higuera and Rincdn

Punta Higuera: Not a place for
swimming.
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Buy&, one of the finest beach in
South West Puerto Rico.
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in an unspoiled setting, this is 1t...
At Punta Higuera, vou swim in sun-warmed
crystal waters. Explore miles of adjoining
beacnes to find secluded coves hidden by
hold head lands. You fish, skin dive
or sust plain laze.”
These words describe qUitE accuratcely the poteontial
ot punta Hiquera, except that surf and roucks might make

swimming a bhit risking for most people.

6G—-  JOBOS

Located between Isabela and Ramey Air Force, off road

466, Jobos 1% an open sea beach., The site 1e lovely and the
water excellent for swimming mostly during the summer months.
During the winter and spring seasons, the winds blow {rom
the north and the sea become extremely rough and dangerocus.

Few bars are located in the vicinity of the beach areag,
but there arce neitner life guards nor parking and camping
facilities for the average 250 personhs who come here every
week .,

Because of 1ts natural beauty, Jobocs, if made easierly
accessible by car, can attract a lot more of young people

for surfing. The water here is as good for surfing as

Punta Higuora.
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C- RECREATIONAL CENTERS: UNDERDEVELOPED

The water-based recreational centers in this grougp
differ from thosc in the vreviocus groups by the fact that
man has done almost nothing - except perhaps for EL COMBATE
to change their natural setting to eilther improve or other-
wise transform them.Some of those ar-oas, however, have tre-
mendous potentials and could be made able to easily attract
a few hundreds people more, and this at & very reasonable
financial cost.

In this group we include in alphabetical order: Buyé,
1l Combate, El Faro de Cabo Rojo, el Faro de Aguadilla,
and Salinas de Enseéenada.

1= BUYL

L,ocated between Puerto Real and Boguerdn, Buyé is
considered, by many connCisseurs, one of the finest beaches
in Southwest Puerto Rico with the clearest water and the
most enjoyable natural setting.

No more than 100 persons visit Buyé per weck. This 1s
due mostly to two reasons., OQOne, there is no road siyn in-
dicating even the existence of the beach. To g0 Lherg; one
mast know the place or someone who Kknows 1t must accompany
him. Second, the last two miles giving access te Buyé are

a road in name only are fulil of holes, and allow only one

vehicle to pass through at a time. When it rains, it becomes

almost impossible for a regular car to reach or lecave BUyé,
There are no facilities (except private, some illegal,

cabanas) at all at Buyé. Onc goes there only for SwWitnil ng
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El Combate

photo No. 17: The road to El Combate is impossible.

El Combate

Photo Ne. 18: No care is taken of El Combate
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and must provide for everything he might nced at the beach.,

2- EL _COMBATE

—

El Combate 1s certainly the most "developed” water-
nased rocreational area in this group.  About 1000 persans
visit this beach resort weekly, the larger number of them
during the week-ends.

ElL Combate possesses the largest white zand beach area
1n Southwest Puerto Rico. If developed, it will, for sure,
surpass Bogquertn and Will certainly attract veople from all
over the island, mostly with its good potential for camping.

Unfortunately the road to E1 Combate is extremely poor
and the beach area very dirty and the many squatters and
litters SpPO1ls the beauty of the natural scetting. There aro
no bath-house, picnic tables, trash cans for the disposal
o0f waste.

People go to Ll Combate for swimming, boatineg, sailing
and tishing. The water itsgself is very clean and cloar,

Located between Boguerdn and La Parguera, El Comhate 12
a very lovely setting with beautiful water and fine white

sand .

3- EL _FARO DE CABO ROJO

Not too far from El Combate cne can discover a trow-
nendous stretch of beautiful white sand, lovely water of
indescribable shades. This is Il Faro de Cabo Rojo.

This water based rocreational arca is a very sceluded

bedch difficult to reach by car. 1t is a refuge for YOuny
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El Combate

Photo No. 19: El Combate has the largest beach area in
South West Puerto Rico,.

Cabo Rojo Light House

Photo No. 20: The natural setting of Cabo Rojo Light
House beach is extraordinary beautiful
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Cabo Rojo Light House

Photo Noe. 21: At El'Farn de Cabo Rojo, the water is of
undescriptible.shades,

Cabo Rojo Light House

Photo No. 22: The white sand at El1 Faro (Cabo Rojo) is
increasingly getting littered.
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couples searching privacy and tranguill ity ‘The water is
as good as Buyé., Unfortonately there are no trees on the
beach and cmnsequenily no shade, It makes it very wifficult
for persons who cannol sgend too much time in the sun to
enjoy staying at this bealn.

=

One goes to ELl Faro (Cabo kojo) only for swimming and

&+

sun bathing, Trere are no facilities at &1, not even a
bBatnrcom.
The beach is neglected and the white sand 1s increasingry

littered.

4~ [EL FARQ DE AGUADILLA

This very begautiful beach is located bhetween Aguadilly
and Ramey Alr Force Base. Until very recent.y f‘less than 5
vears) this beach was not open to the public. it was a
gquasimilitary center reserved exclusively to the personnel
of Ramey Alr Force Base.

Weekly, an avarage of 200 persons from the neighbouring
towns visit this beach regort for swimming. They come aove
mostly on week-ends and hot sunny days.

The beach itself is boeaut orui and the natural setting
lovely. Unfortunately, there are no life guards, no: enough

parking spaces, no camping faciiities.

5= SALINAS DE ENSENADA

This is the last water-based recreational area inciuadad
in this qroup and covered by the study. There are some ot hey

small secluded beaches in the Scuthwestern part of Fucerto Ricd



Salinas

Photo No. 23: Ensenada

Salinas: beautiful setting, spoiled by litter.

Ensenada

Photo No. 24: Ensenada, the children love
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but as they are very difficult or impossikle to reach by
car, their potential was not considered sufficient, at pres-
ent, to warrant including them 1In this study.

about 300 perémns g0 to this beach every week for
swimminq and boating. Usually most of the visitors are larqge
families with many children.

fhere are no facilities whatsoever at Salinas de Ensecnada:
no parking spaces, no picnilc tables, no bathroems, no trash
cans.

The water, however, is very nice, very clear angd not very
salty. It gives almcst the same sensation as fresh water.

The general setting is marvellous and sunset at Salinas
is a spectacle that one should not miss.

To sum up, Salinas de Ensenada 18 & smail but very
beautiful cold beach. Lovely sand, very nice water o
swimming, makesit an ideal site except for the litter. In
some ways as Professor Gene Erion put it "it 1s the sort of
lovely little beach, that one would wish was not used very
intensively. But in 1ts present condition, it is not vaery
inviting even for the few who are oenchanted with its setting,

the fineness of its sand and the excellent water.“13

1Ti~ FINDINGS OF THE OQPINION RESEARCH SURVEYS

As mentioned above, two series of personal interviews
have been completed, sampling recent users of the water-based

recreational areas located 1in Southwest Fuerto Rico.
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Cana Gorda

Pollution is already at Cana Gorda,
not too far awar from some petroleum
refining plants.

...................
..............

.........

L

iy v b A G .

S el Y L I et S e R
& M'-y_;-.' SO i L ] i o I
.- I'\-:'- ..__-\.-I:::, ';: _I.m:.‘::.,\_. o .:::.1,-. . | \ e g TN 3 - “ -,.

SR R el o Sk '
T T PR s . "'\- _-.:!-__ Lo F 13 ..__ . i

g et e e B Tl e i S

:-"'%'-'w SR gl R DT R e L

o e P - i s e e I - e Sty -

e T TR i v L niie R R o inddt

% Photo No.

. .» The many squatters at El Combate
must be destroyed.
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Prom the computation of tlie answers to the first seriasof
interviews, it is clear that:

1- Most people ¢o to the peach primarily to swim, to

picnic and to relax. Very few go there for sailing and surfing.

Surfing is vopular only in Rincdn, at Punta Higquera.

2 Most people o to the beach only during {he week-ends,

LF

very few go therce during the week davs. Wnonever they go

to *he beach, they stay only for a few hours. They stay

longer at Boguerdn than in any other water-based recreational

Area .
55.9% of the sample (350 persons

5]

3- Surprisingly enocugh,

including 50 tourists) indicate that they 0o 1o the becacn all

vear arournd and not only during the summer.

4- Boquerdn is, by far, +the most popular beach in the

Southwestern part of Puerto Rico (46.8%), foillowed by Cana

Gorda (16.6%) and Rl Tugque (7.7%). Amondg the Yactors that

influence the choice of the users arao: natural attractiveness

(42.93) s beach facilities 1.e., showers, dressing rooms,

parking {(23.9%); and services i.c., lifeguards, first aid

(16.2%).

- Most people go to the beach 1n groups of between

five and 10 persons and do not usually visit more than one

beach a day. Punta Higuera in Rincén, 1s one of the Few

beaches where usually people go in group less than five.
6- The largest percentage (47.1%) of those visiting

the beaches earn between 53,000 and 57,000 per year.
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Ensenada

It is hard to f£ind a parking
place at Salinas de Ensenada.
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7- A very large percentage (44.9%) of the persons inter-
viewed indicated their willingness and ability to pay 1if
better services and facilities could be offered on beaches
that are not highly develnped.

8- Many persons - mostly large families - bring their
own food and drinks when they go to the beach, since it 1is
diffidult (except for El Tugque, Boquerdn and Tres Hermanos:
to buy them at reasonable prices at most cof the beaches in
Southwest Puerto Rico.

9- Most persons spend between $5 and $25 (including gas
or cost of transportation whatever is the case) for a day
on the beach.

10— 44% of those visiting the beaches are between the ages
of 20 and 40.

The second serie of interviews was conducted with a revised
questionnaire. The comparaison between the results of the
original and those of the revised questionnaire shows that:

1} While the results uf the first series of interviews
showed that most people went to the beach to swim, to picnaic
and to relex - not to sail or surfing - the second series of
iﬁterviews shows that although the interest in swimming 1s
still high, there was some decline in the interest in relax#-
tion and picnicing. There haé been an increase in the user$’
interest in boating, sailing and fishing.

2} The results of the second questionnaire reconfirm

that most people go to the beach only during week-ends and

holidays. Two clear exceptions to this finding. One is the
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case of BogquerSn where many tourists, and professors and

students from Interamericdan University, San Germ&n Campus, go
to the beach on week days. The second exception is the case
of BEL FARO (Aguadilla} where wives and dependents of military
personnel from Ramey Air Force Base do go and enjoy the beach

on warm and sunny week days.

3) The first sample indicated that 55.9% of the inter-

viewes went to the beach all year arounu. The second sample

reconfirm this point, with 69.3% going to the beach al_

. Year around.

4) Boguerdn is still the most popular beach in Southwest

- Puerto Rico {29.9%), but Jobos (10.4%) and Buyy& {9.4%) have

replaced the previgus second and third place holders, (Cada
Gorda and El Tuque respectively).

This particular finding is an indication of the reaction
of the public to crowded, polluted and dirty beaches. They
might prefer to go t6 a small secluded beach even if the
place is difficult to reach.

5) 44.2% of the sample go to the beach in group
batween 5 and 10 persons,

6) A large percentage of the interviewees (73.8%) are
willing to pay for better facilities and services.

.7) Most of the interviewees (85.1%) carry their own

fnod and refreshments. The percentage might be reduced by

- providing more clean food services at the less-developed

beaches. , Those that have nice cafeterias might sell more

food 1if they feature more Puerto Rican dishes.
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COWGLUSIONS 'AND RECOMMENDATIONS
saking {ntod consideration the natural beauty of the
gouthwestern part of the island, the variety of beaches found
in the region, {gquiet and calm beaches on the Caribbean sea
.side ‘and -stormy beaches on the Ocean side) and i:.hﬁ relatively
limited alternatives for recreation, | one may conclude that
' the demand for water-baaed recreation is extremely low.
Bncept for Bogquerfn, Cafia Gorda and Tres Hermanos, most of the
other bsaches in the area are under utilized.
1f the cmmlth governmant -uuc::uad‘n":fn' ita efforts
¢to develop the Southwest region, {t is highly probable that
the demand for water-based recrsation ‘will increase consid-~
erably. ‘'Then the ‘Government and/or the pfi%itn gector would
have to nﬂu an effort to meet ‘this :‘.ncru':iiﬁ"' demand.
The factors affecting this demand are the fallouinqn
' Rpcognition of the néed for out=-door ruc’rntim.
2= Ituungnun and nhility to use uinting water-bned
' recreational areas. -
3~ The nasural beauty and attr'abﬁzivaﬁan of these
rtcr-ltinnal areas, and their &ncassiﬁiiiﬁf by car.
4= The facilitiun found in these rmaatinnal AYeas
 including showers, dressing roam, pir.:nic tables,
 trash cans, cafeteria, parking spaces and ltifa-
o ‘ guardl for example, |
" 5-_ "h promotional sffort’ towards educating the popul-
-aki{on about the need for recreation in gefiéral and
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outdoor recreation in particular. innthar objective of this

promotional effort could be to inform kakiﬁants of the

island and tourists visiting Puerto Rico about the location
of the various safe water-based recreational areas.

A policy should be developed towards meeting the de-
mand for water-based recreation. To this end it is strongly
-tiﬁnlnandﬁd that: |
1- In promoting industrial devulnpﬁgnt in the South-

.wu:t,'tha'Cnmmnnﬂualth government should take into
consideration the ecology of the region and should
not sacrifice environmental consideration for short
term {even long term) gainﬁ iﬁ ferms of physical |
output. .One may recall, at this point, that among
the industries creating the ﬁﬁﬁéiﬁallutian are
ﬁhlmicals,-primary m&t#ia; ﬁaper anﬁ textiles,
fund products and petroleum rafining._s

_'Bncausn pollution problems will prnhnbly increase
as the £conomny tqrm.i it is now that tha Common~

" wealth. governben: mnst commit 1tnel£ tu evaluate
the long-=range environmental 1mpact!q:§1tl plan
for development in Southwest Pﬁartﬁjgégn. Oone
should value a liveabla ﬁnviranﬁ#ﬁg as yuch 58
growth measured in torms of qroi;.ﬁrpduct.

2- Some existing huuutifui'hnuch;u such as Buy$, El
Combate #nd El- Faro (Cﬁhﬂ‘kﬁja}fhivt ﬁiam;ndﬂun
potential lnd.cnuld ha‘ﬁhdo'vofy a;trnntivu. at
_ralati#aly low cost, Iéb'bé determined by a |
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feasibility study) for swimming, picnicing and
-pﬁrhapu camfing. ‘ht one or more, a heavy investment
iﬁ a'fir;g?claas ra:art type of development might
unll ba wtrranted in the future.

In any nase, lt thesa thrae beaches just mentioned, it
ilﬁinpnrtlnt and urgent to make the following improvements:
Ia- buiidiﬁg nf-ruﬁﬂu'making all three of them more sapily
accessible by car under all weather conditions.

b- clean all three of them and remove the many squatters
exiitinglin+ﬂl.Cmeata;

c- provide for life guards, dressing rooms and parking
spﬂéil'tar ail three.

3- In some of the semi~developed water-based recrea-
tional area, there is an immediate need for govern-
ment action towards providing toilet facilities and

| lifu qunrds. In this group, the case of Canta Gorda
nunt ba aingled out bacnu:: of its popularity.
I:lndiate effort is naadad for cleaning the beach
area and make sure the visitors will use the garbage
| dinpnnaln. Lifqlguarﬂ; are urgently needed there,
4- Salinas de Enuunada is too beautiful a setting,
| | has too ucall:nt. a water, and too fine a sand not
to try tn pr-l-rvt it.l Thig recreational area is
" aacuning steadily and rapidly. It needs to be
) takcn alre af by ftxing a parking ares, in:talling
ﬂtralh cana. claaning tha beach area .and perhaps

htvimg nma li!t qunrd becnuua of the large number
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of childrean visiting this beach.
More publicity needs to be provided about the water-
based recreational resocurces of the Southwestern
region of Puerto Rico. If more people spand theif
weak ends and pﬁrt of their vacations in the-araa,
this might contribute to the creation of some new

jobs in the hotels, regtaurants, and filling stations

of the region.



10~

-4Q=-

FOOT~NOTES

Leaders from many Caribbean islands have been looking
upon Fomentc Industrial development program asg a
 modal for the development of their own countries.

 Both Operation Boostrap and Operation Serenity have

besn proposed and developed by the Popular Democratic
Party under the leadership of former gavarnar Luis

K Hnﬁnz Harin.

v.s. Gutdaar Recreation Resources Review Commission:

Outdoor Recreation for America (Washington, U.S.
Government Printing Office, January 1962) p. 25 and
179.

Ibid ]

Although the study deals mostly with continental U.S8.A.,
one can rightly agsume that the Puerto Rican pecple
like very much water-based recreation.

For the purpose of this study, we include the area
between Quebradillas and Ponce. In purely geographic
terms, it is the West, (Northwesgt and Southwest) not
exclugively the Southwest of the island.

In 1968-69, 585,000 tourists visited Puerto Rico. It
is expected that the figures for the fiscal year
1969-70 will be slightly lower because of rising
cost in the tourist industry. However, if it is
posegible to develop hotel facilities in the South-
western part of the island that will offer accomm-
odations at lower prices than those in the San Juan
area, one can expect new increases in the number of
touriats visiting the island.

There are Bnqﬁardn,lTrus Hermanos and El Tuqﬁe.

For the Planning Board, the Southwest region is wider
than the area covered in this study. The region is
subdivided into two subregiona: the district of
Mayaguez and the district of Ponce.

Most people balieve the oil come from the operations of
CORCO, a petroleum refinery that is nearby. 7This
needs to be verfied,
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Guajataca beach is located on the ocean side. All the
watars on the Ocean side unlike those on tha Caribbean
sex are very stormy.

To get to the beach, one rust pass on the properxty of
El Tunnel restaurant. -

Dr. Gene Erion is a Professor of Economics at lnter~
American University of Puerto Rico, San Germén
Campus and a Consultant to this project.

There is & saying in Puerto Rico that the residents of
the island go to the beaches only during the months
of May, June, July and August. 7The rest of the year
ig considered "winter time"™ because of the water is
too cold or because of jelly fishes that are extremely
numerous during those months. |

Harvay Liever: Water Pnllutinn; Current History, July
1970, p. 25. |
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Project:

The Demand for Water-Based Recreation in Southwest P.R.

1~ Put the following recreational activities according to youx
order of preference. 1It should be the most preferred to
the least. Indicate preference in space provided.

{ ) swimming ( ). sun bathing
{ ) boat sailing {( ) boating

( } f£ishing { )} sking diving
{ ) surfing { ) picnicing

{ ) sightseeing ( ) relaxing

2- When do yon usually visit the beach?

weak-ends
holiday
daily

on any occasion

Lo B s B B
et Tt Tl Smgn®

3- Bow long do you stay ﬁh'tha haach?

few hours
days
week-ends
seasonal

ainy, g, g, g,

4- When are you interested in going to the beach?

{ ) during the summer
{ ) during the winter
( ) all year around

5= Which of the following beaches you h#va visited?

BogquerSn (Caboc Rojo)
Buyé ‘{Cabo Rojo)

Cana Gorda {(Guénica)

Bl Combate (Cabho Rojo)
El Tamarindo (Guinica)
El Tugque {(POnce)

Punta Arenas (Cabo Rojo)

g, Jming, g i, Sy, Sy g,
A g Sgalt gl fapst Tguat Sna
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) La Parguera (Lajas)

}) Tres Hexrmanos (Afiasco)
) Cbrcega (Afiasco)

} Bl Paro (Aguadilla)

) Jobos (Isabela)

) Lago de Gua‘jataca

} Salinas (Ensenada)

) Others{specify)

L N e N W X W WY .

6~ Organize the hea&hea that you have visited according to
order of preference? |

your
{ ) Bogquersn { ) Cafia Gorda
( ) Buyé ( ) El Combate
{ ) Bl Tamarindo { } El Tuque
{ ) Punta Arenas ( } La Parguera
4 ( )} Tres Hermanos ( } C8rcega
( ) E1 Faro ( } Jobos
( ) Lago de Guajataca { ) Salinas {(Ensenada)
( } Others(specify) . |

.

factors influenced your preference?

Natural attractiveness |

Accessibility (easy and confortable to be reached)
Pacilities (showers, dressing rooms, parking, ete.)
Services (lifequards, police, etc..) '

Distance

Others (spacify)

A e Yy N Y, Sy
e T Sapt Sagl et gt

8~ Where do you presently live?
_-—h——-—-———-_—.-__._____—________-___—____

9- What means of transportation do you usualiy use to visit
your favorite beach? -

( ) private car { ) public car
{ }) hitch=hiking ( ) bicycles

{ } boat { ) walking

( ) others (specify) |
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With whom do you usually go to your favorite beach?

{ ) alone { } with friends

() with your family ( ) with friends and famil.
If you usually go in group, what is the size of the group?

{ } less than five { ) between five and ten
{ } between ten and twenty \ } more than twenty

How large is your group today?
{ ) less than five - ({ ) between five and ten
{ ) between ten and twenty ( ) more than twenty

Do you usually go to more than one beach during a day?

Yes No

Wwhy do you move from one beach to the other?

b

{ ) too crowded . ({ } not' crowded enocugh
( } bothersome {insect) = { ) bad conditions of the beact
{ ) don't like to be too long in more than one place

What is your working status?

({ ) employed { } unemployed
{ ) never worked { ) retired
{ ) student

What 1is your occupation?

employed by a factory

. employed in agriculture
employed in commerce

- others {(specify)

employed in construction
employed in the governm:.-u!
self-employed

ieg, N, T, gy
b i e
g, gilimy, iy,
il Tt Mgt
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( } professional ( ) skilled worker
{( ) semi-skilled worker ( } unskilled worker

t8= -Do you have a yearly paid vacation?

() yes . - | () No

19~ What is your yearly income.

) none {(not working) { } less than $1,000
: ; batwesn $1000 and $2999 (') between $3000.and $4999
)

between $5000 and $7000 ( ) between $£B000 and $10000
more than $10,000

20- Iflfuur favorite beach was to offer better facilities,
would vyou be willing to pay for the services

beach?
{ ) Yan { } No

favorite place.

{ ) Pood and drinks could be purchased, but they are
Very expensive. :

22- Are you accustomed to CArry your own equipment to the beach
{(boats, surfing, board, dressing rooms, camara, etc..)

If the Answer ig Yes. Why?

{ }) they are not available to be rented
{ ) price is very high-

{ ) prefear your own equipment .
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nothing (
from $1.00 to $2.00 {
from $3.00 to $5.00 {
from $10.00 to §25.00 {

iy gre, g, Sy

What ia your cpinion about this beach.

a=- Condition of the beach

__excellent good __regular

b- Condition cof dressing rooms. Have

__excellent __good __fair
¢c- Condition of the road
__excellent __good fair
d- Parking places

__excellent __good __fair
e~ Information and signals
__excellent __good . __fair
f- Boat docks and ramps

__excellent __good _ Fair

23~ How much does it cost you for a day to the beach?

} less than $1.00

} from $2.00 to $3.00
) from $5.00 to $10.00
) more than $25.00

___poox

Have_nut

__poar '

___poor

___POEII.‘

__poor

__poor

g- Camping facilities (tables, water, cooking facilities)

__excellent __good __Fair
h- Lifeguards
__excellent __good __fair

i- Insects

__excellent good _ fair

__POGI

__poor

___poor
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What is your age?

) less than 15 years

) £from 15 to 20 years
}) from 20 to 30 years
) from 30 to 40 vears
) from 40 to 60 years

~..+= What is your sex?

' masculine feminine
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APPENDIX II



b

QUESTIQNNAIRE

‘roject: The Demand for Water Based Recreation in South West

Puerto Rico.

- Put the following recreational activities according to your

order of preference.

It should be the mnst preferred to

the lsast -~ up to the first three ~ (i.e. by using numbexs
from 1 to 3). |

(
{
(
{
(

2- When are you interested in going to

(
{

} swisming ( ) skin diving
) sun bathing { )} surfing

) boat sailing ( ) picnicing

) boating ( ) sightseeing
) £ishing ( ) relaxing

) during the summer
) all year rxound

the beach?

3- Out of the following beaches you have visited, indicate the
ones you prefer the most by using number Irom 1 to .

S g P Ry e P gy g R

) Boquerén (Cabo Rojo) (
) Buyé (Cabo Rojo) {
) Cafa Gorda (Guinica) (
}) E1 Combate (Cabo Rojc) {
) Bl Tamarindo (Gu&nica) (
) 81 Tuque {(Ponce) {
} Punta Arenas (Cabo Rojo) (
) La Parguera (Lajasn) {
) Tres Hermanos (Adasco) :

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Cércega (Aflasco)
gl Faro (Aguadilla)
Jobos (Isabela)
Lago de Guaiataca
Ssalinas (Ensenada)
Guajataca -
Joyuda (Cabo Rojo)
Cabo Rojo Lighthouse
(Bl Faro)

) Others (specify)

4- Out of the factors that have influenced your preference,
indicate the important ones by using numbers from 1 to 3.

S S g e p

) Matural attractiveness

) Accessibility (easy and confortable to be raached)
} facilities (showers, dressing rooms, parking, ete. )
} Services (Lifeguards, police, etc.)

) Distance
) Others (specify)
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$- In vhat town 40 you presently live?

What msans of transportation do you usually use to visit

your favorite beach?

{ ) private car = ) walking

{ ) publie car { ) boat
| { ) hitch-hiking | { )} others (specify)

ﬂithwhan dojrou usually go to-yvouf fawf:ite 'bea&h?

( ) alone
( ) with friends
{ ) with your family
If you usually go in groups, what is the size of the group?

{7} less than five " { ) between ten and twenty
{ ) between five and ten { ) more than twenty

What is your working status?

{ ) employed { ) retired
{ ) uvnemployed  { ) student
¢ ) never worked { ).housewife

10~ Do you have a yearly paid vacation?

{ ) Yes { ) Mo

1l- If ymr favorite beach was to offer better facilitiles,

would you be willing to pay for the services.

( ) Yes ( )} No
{( ) Undecided

12~ 1If the previouns answer iz YES, why?

{ ) same as what is paid in other places,
( ) more than what is paid in other places.



13- Do you usually carry your own food and drinks
to the beach? ’ |
{ ) Yes { }) No
.147_;; thp answer ie yes. Why?
( ) It is difficult to get food and drinks
~ at your favorite place. -
{ )} Food and drinks could be purchased, but
thay are very expensive,
15~ Are you accustomed to carry your own eguipment to
the beach (boats, surfing, board, dressing rooms,
camara, etc..)
( ) Yes ( ) No
16~ If the answer is yes. Why?
( )} they are not available to be rented
{ ) price is very high, :
{ ) prefer your own equ:.pmnt.
17- What is your opinion about this beach? .
a~ Condition of the Watex
. Clean Dirty- Serene - Stormy
b~ Conditiomn of dressing rooms.” -
{ } Have { } Have not
1f they have: .
Excsllent | Good Poor

c=- Qondition of the road.

Excallsnt . Good . Poor

- d= parking -places.

Excellent Good ___Poor

= ]




&~ Information and signals.

Bxcellent Good Poor

£f- Boat docks and ramps.
Excellent Good Poor
g- Camping facilities (tables,water,cooking facilities)

Bxcellent Good PooY

h- Lifeguards.
( ) Have ( ) Have not
i- Insects.

{ ) Have ( ) Have not

18- What is your age?

less than 15 years

from 1% to 20 years
from 20 to 30 years
from 30 to 40 years
from 40 to 60 years

Sy g, gy, e, Ty
St Vgt V¥ gt Sumtt

19~ What is your sex?

Masculine Feminine

20- Your general evaluation of the beach.

Excellent Good PoOOY



